poems
J.r.crawford
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atetive Modern. fgony.

Le :
He was of ea_gvlne QlSCO 1t ion,
Unhbowed, unbloodled

He desired nuch %o help thos e of. hie ge
Who were willi ag uO ae 1re g ?pﬂ,

=

Of samguine disposition.

Unblooded.

People lauvghing in groups

Their faces fix.themselves
In revelation.
11T,

It seems, then, that I
(0. glorious range of mc
Nothing I shall write

Nothing,.

£nd two doves Ily eech othsr,qu%;

Unperplexed.

stib ldisdesd).

can: write nothing

e Wlﬂ0.0W



EXCUSE THE SMILE PLEASE,

When my well-being depends
On the starvatibn_of five
It is well for me )
Hermeticelly to fashion my world

S0 thet I do not see.

Even hernmits teke up now
Valueble living room for their

Beds of naile,

This ege cannot forget

The fl=avour of ges and corruption
That-staing the 8014, o

¥hile it is fed on, still, .

The fertilizer from the factories of death.

But I see that you zre in no joking mood,
Excuse me for = moment e
¥ihile I covrect

My bitter smile.




OUESTTON ON KOPICE.

The barrier of flesh on foreheed

Barrier billion thoughts

c+

In e 1 ng world

Binds in teeming thoughts

That seek in mind eSCaDS
Escape

Since mind cennot gresyp

»-Nox: torngue express

S

ince tongue cannot grasp

Only prey lusting on life.:
life

11 shoot me into the woxrld?

In cold:or fear or famine? -Or how. seek -

Eas'by -mouth-portal passes.

i
VWhere will I.£ind ggein. womb-warmth

»Whet werm-metelled gun muzzling zgainst me



TG OART & CITT IO T
NOTES UPOY L CHINESE REVOLUTIONARY.

*Infinitely levwl,
Flllea ”1uh 3r0¢oznu class feelings,
CherLshlag & boundless love fof aCb&"Bmsh Lizo!

U)

Your aging Worf—uanned t01l—llneé;‘cce
Presents. itself smlllng e
In a: thouuonﬂ CGIELulTy posed photographs,

atioﬁSimay see znd obssrve,

‘recognize , . F,
estonishing frulta Of 3our fond labour;
S0 that ' i

mﬁy cognlze
b
U

2

2%est teachers are those who teach
i - ;..t. =

Te most éerteinly = greet and tireless tescher;
Mesnwhile for every smile lines

" Tike a recalecitrant schoolboy line
Your face and forehead, -

The réSult ééﬁbtieés"(éeﬁ e your smile)
0f your GlngTe—ﬂandele hi ng- . _
Peesant respons 1b171t1ps into %= e Twentieth Century.
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Phree Illuminstions.

«Thet holy night wae angelitorm,
Carol-tormented though lary
‘cld DOo notlce -

“Tfthe central angels being’

fo:-her‘the more- quietis

ZLE,EE;’“

Rough Fldﬁders men kneel roupd

" fAd anéels too (fvom clfferent cllmes)

That cow is qu1te cmgzed ] .
Lt the trenslation.. “‘.’”“tﬁ:”"“ﬁ

AAIT

ary may u1eep the worse on her flela of gold..
Jhlch yet repreqenuu for thoce in vigil
An 8ppeaqement,.
end therefore, she does sleep,




Riding home trainwards from Sydney

Passing houses, night-rivers, factories,

Synthetie cumulative noises around me,

& large man, bronzed in. the dirty light,

Lpparently strong; through his-grey window
Beats unseen metal with perceivable force.

He is goné,’ov rather, I am gone.

"Yet in & sense he is not gone

But remﬁln?ﬁ , N :

That tvcdedmaq' blow Worhlns on
(he is probably sleeplns) '

In dayllgnt hours.

'°V1810n:ry,!sbr1k1n5 that 1ron 1th h?S iron;



SECOMD CL ASS, RITURN.

hall I compgve th e To & microcosm?
0 tr aln, O trbvv11 d‘t 1n, to mhloh I am tied
)By onv 1f of a;r t urn tlcleu.
Peopled with unknowm faces, voices unknown
NN e o . i
0 train? .
TInterrupted by bridge under-ribs
,;R&isinﬂfevéé‘fromjéage$ M R

“Momentary trainl
glnalng your Uwsqengers -
In uni y-of raln end deSulnathn.
Though they are allowed the ontlon*
Of mediate c1sembcvketlcn.ﬁ__

You, train, have no optiom,

Bound by tyrzanous lines of Sh‘ﬂlﬂg steel
Ybu:SQQrt-gﬁdvshuader,.

Yet I feel you heve 2lso no desire;

So I'shell disemberk, e
‘Comparing thee...



" In a2 strange d911c23e89én}*;éiliﬂ§”: *

A n151p woman in a 1on5 old dress

Melbourne ‘Street Dby Night. -

Teken zrom tae erchltest's dr9w1ng—b0ard

knd oddaa to i yet 8 thlrd dlmenQ1on
There is 1o more, and so it stonds.

Vlva1d1 ought to be leed from tae

Stoble poTes eli

£nd Mr. JOTIey to appear

Smiling Ircm.behlna the grancs??ﬁﬁw,?:?

(Fung carﬂfully on the v1nes"by hls ac31sycnts).

s“...v

Onlons,:orﬁnges and sCusave,“

Talks %o onother plaﬂn‘”oman end’ “then
(after the other hfs left)
Puts out the llght S



Rushing water after rein :
Indiscrininate flood washing doim
Froth end floating logq

Home too Heard at flood tide,”
Wave neets Tock aend noiges
Fews. of. sudden meeting,
Sudden: resolutions

Storm and sea subside

To consummation after climex.

FATURE ONLY.

Neture only rains
Sends- 5loom to cover sun
Clouds verriers

bqough sua
Is n0u cespondent '

Butpgoggugrs\ﬂ*ter tlme e~a1n.

Then ‘can I say nothing,



>uidly wowerds:
y

he h glf-darkened Toon

The. chzirs git round primly; -

To 2s5sess Oy enivry.

Of en old man, ‘*olad:’-‘-mggy trouseffe‘d;

: priest
pause For thought.



(1)

The Inspectors.

:ihey come not rere‘bo read'
fShuf*lﬂng 1nsvectlon e

Cases and books aemonstrate

Important DOIt;OllOG openes ‘and cloeed...
Be who sghows: points With hls “ bre¢1a,

He. who. is shown ’

_Ie@ys aTong the 11ne of 3be umbreTla and sees
And shuffles aucy. e i

I suspeet a yawn. =

:They shalT'&row not more 1e rned as Cwe thet are left.

;Grbwféidﬁ-

Another Vision.

Behohd. -4 congregation of potplants
Hags gathered together |
In_theiwinﬁy»gallery of the Public Bibrary...
Together they stand
Growing mournfully:

but some
On their sicdes, asleep.



COMMUNION WITH MBS, .COLLINS.

I respond uowsrds the ‘uneven CQHleSulCKS,
The fragments of thqvwltar tne congregatlon respond

(of ‘which +hey Qay k' am nurt)

hurmurlng 1ndlst1nctly,_'_

HThen at the rall 3 , e
‘(eBetW1xt uhe stlrrup and thls';biy_grggnd!)
The Host cleaves to my gums,?v_'_ J”' idu
And Mrs COlllﬂS, ny nelghboﬁr, mouuhs God
W_Louder thfn in resnonsv, mpye ¢mb1t10us1y.

I em drawn by that ineffective action -
£11 those ineffective actions; '
By the cumulative imperfection of practice.

(I see out of the corner of my eye, . Ers. €ollins
Reflecting uncertainly out of the pa ssing cup. )

If True Humenity is perfect,
I am gled of inhumenity sometimes.
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Ls POb hesztﬂn,

The candle burns covmn
Vlﬂc kering in the ra C1801®n of come
incient Choral dequﬁen - :_" C

In = mess—silver ccndi §% tie V burns down,

 nor hurrqug.b

‘The cloeck ticks our’ l¢fe cmwy uoo.'ﬁ

Remnents of wex cur 1 or melt or Ial
The SUvaln Glﬂs.'w y, ‘is no more he_rd
The clocv uoo ulcks our llfe éﬁgyi )

L00f1ng Qeep down 1n tth trcnslucenb*cﬁp

Only a'strvnﬂe blue Illcyerlng flame
Can be seen, <~



Then waits for hlm to c

AN EVENING IN...

Poea for Two Vozccs.'J

ﬁgmé Bay DUUS on har,face“, il
In uhe dark alrby,_stlll snc1uaed DlaCﬁ_,
She Galls he¥ nome; o o

::ze EﬂO

Who comes each evenlno panctual y;htkéigﬁt

and Who 15 selqom lat

:‘.,\.;"! %

Seca through tno wﬂ'w—créé‘céévéyé,sf
Unéer the influence of moon or water
He seems to her Stfanﬂe,““

L1ke a senarate extcn81on OI her balng;
And ahe is EOb:qufe B -
But'on_y knows shé loves,

And so glves herself

PuQCuuu?lv, each evening, at eight.

The room is dully 1

fhe»cgndles éimbas though ashPmeé.of it.

Out of the crowded even ning eir

Two or three couples gathered there,

She enters, joins and enters - somehow the thing

Transiently is besuty, in the candles flickering

Eyes helf closed, meade dull by winz or talk,
S

ee the excited gesticulations of the candle,
ts J

(D

rking along predetermined lines.., Then

e B |

nyes opemn atv the newcomers, are

)

(

r zre not stirred, yet feel verhaps
ome mutual feeling &t their entry.

w



MOSES 10 LSE AET

He waits the COHSUBHK?IOH of. your, eye

You  bore him chﬂldren, cnswered 1ove'c conmeno
“ogethef urav eé 1de uhe oro 1sca land -

But now tha fr t has sn@tchcd what‘wao hig pric

He bearq it yet for men were born to part.
IﬂSblanlVDly he ﬁnav'wqere 1ove touﬂd stand
After he siood alone unog your trcnd*‘

So now he 51ves uO your own al? hlS baa b g 7

The moufxaln uﬂas he groanq Upon,unilltc

lml‘

wrtlng sky

Its ‘clouded. swanecs to thvﬁ

ot

¥hile you and your Iorﬂver Chllérﬁﬁ! o.

Betweenvyou twb~your‘progress,brings:new'rifts
%0 hezled, Soon he will die

o
LW
=

0
return’ to the just God whorused him do,”

St. inn's Aldinza, South Australig..

In a manner . old gengre Elons be*eve-uheJﬁwere 01.¢
On el ner altwr-81de th&y 11a
Unknown by =zay uhwn th° Hﬂ?ﬁ@ﬁTng'ﬁéfbie

ithin few F yesrs

Carsfully inscribed.
Thus - They lie



IHL‘Q_G'E. .

Riding home trainwards from Sydney

‘Passing houses, night-rivers, factories,

Synthetic cumuletive noiges eround me.

~large man,; bronzed in the dirty light,
Apparently.st;oﬁg;aﬁhrgughjhiaqgrey:ﬁlnaow
Beats unseen maﬁal;with_perceiﬁabl@,force.

'He is gome, or rather, I zm gone.
et in = sénse he is not gone

But rems 1nc , B 4 i

fquloner; strlklng Lha '1ron 1Lb h g iron;

That treae man olow wor 1ﬂg on

“(he is nmobably sleeplng)
“In dayllvat hours.'





